ondering
problem _ieiescope

Apaches say obseruatory project planned by

University ofArzzona zs on ceremonial lands

By ELLIE KIRZNER -

zonabegan pouring concrete forthe

foundations of two monster lele-jl..
scopes on Mount Graham in the
state's southeast — a spread of pine
peaks and alpine meadows consid-
ered by traditional Apaches to be
the home of mountain spirits sent - .
by the crcator to teach healmg’j

- songs.

Observatory boosters are nowf‘:’ .
planning the third — and largest —
set of binoculars in the ‘world,
which will allow scientists unprec-
edented visual access to cosmic se- =
crets. But administrators need the
influx of cash from one more part- "

ner [or this $200-million dream.

U of T's stargazers say clear,
cloudless, Arizona would be one of

the best vantage points on the North

Ameru;an continent for peering

into outer space. Thcy arenow con-
-sidering whether their department

has the finances to step into the en- -

terprise,

But for Apaches of the old way,

this galactic probe répresents the
desecration of an ancestral shrine
they call Big Seated Mountain. On
the San Carlos reservation, activists
are making use of the world’s fasci-
nation with native culture to embar-
rass the Vatican, Germany's Max
Planck Institute, Ohio State Uni-
versity and Ttaly's Arcetri Observa-
tory — all observatory participants.

gt n the desert town of San‘Carlos. .
4 Arizona, one of the poorest res-
& ervations in the United States,
- _Apache organizers are carcfully
" monitoring the astronomy depart-
ment at the University of Toronto. -
Last week, the Unwcrsuy of Ari-

“ They are also hoping to give po-
tential backers hke the U of T cold
feet,

* Just as construction trucks roared
up the mountain last week, Apache

lawyers headed into ‘a‘ Phoenix™
‘courtroom charging the U.S, forest -
service, which approved the proj- .-
*ect, with violating the American In- -
dian Religious Freedom Act, the 4 \re senerations want to take such
‘National Envxronmental Pohcy Act' g

“and other laws. *

Siefré'SUit;

ogy should not become the property
of those outside his community.

“There are words that we just can-
.not explain. the meaning of,” he

SAYS, ix 1oite

Some spmtual sachers are “aymg
that insults to the spirits coulu cause
a seismic reaction.

The Apache lawsuit is not the only
courtchallenge to the development.
The National Wildlifc Federation,
the Sierra Club of Arizona and the
Phoenix Audubon Society have
filed suit in 9th circuit court, at-
tempting to make the university

abide by the Endangered Specics

Act,

... by the observatory.

S(anlcy, one of thc few Apaches',
..who knows the mountain’s healing~ . :
- songs, ceremonially usesherbs and
. waters from the high peaks, but he™*

‘says the insights of Apache. thcol-;f'i; atone time lived imrthe valley in the -

“NATIVE PEOPLE

: ~:},‘Called a.“sky,xsland," Mount Gra-
~ ham offers a lush ecology which
~differs drastically from the desert
. terrain which surrounds it. This iso-
*lauon has generated a range of

__Unique species that can’t migrate to

. the drylands beyond —one of these
: bcing a variety of red squirrel that

-environmentalists say is threatened

“It's the first time a university | has

-~ claimed they are exempt from an

environmental law,” says Bob

‘Witzeman of the Phoenix Audubon.

Soclety. “The question s * why

~ would a great ‘institution which

holds itself to be arole model for fu- .

" an anti-human rights, anti- cnv]ron- ‘

tuiis Y mental position?”
“It's an altar,” says medncme man‘
* Erncst Stanley, speaking from San
“ (\i;lkile(:lb onhz::c l:hc‘ieh;g‘ug fgglmfo - sacred land issue Is a recent addi-
. great'and get 10 appreciate: your 1
very life. i the mountain’ itself, -
Some of our'anccstors are buned‘ ect. It's ot a compelling argument

Jtherc

-~ Those who speak for thé Univer-
sity of Arizona say the aboriginal

tion to the coahtlon of forces.who
have been trymg to block the proj-

either, says Steve Emerine of the

: lumversxty 5 pubhc relduons ofﬁce.

Ecosystem damage

“We ‘don't have anthropologxcal
data and they don't either. Every-
one will concede that the Apaches

~area ‘and, undoubtedly, occasion-
“ally ‘went up on some of those
.mountains. But in all the studies,

“and in.what little construction has
- been.done, we haven’t run into any

indication of Indian relics or settle-
ments. Wé certainly can't prove
that it didn’t happen, and we can't

_prove that it did.”

Furthermore, the’ unwersuy does
have some first-nation support, he
says, The university president vis-
ited San Carlos in June, and the then
chair .of the tribal council stated
clearly that the pro;cct on the
mountain was not a pressing issue
for him, Emerine says.
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